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Let us pray together

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed
us through Jesus your Son: Look with compassion on the
whole human family; take away the arrogance and
hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls
that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work
through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your
purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all nations
and races may serve you in harmony around your
heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

(Collect for the Human Family, BCP p. 815)



The Episcopal church has “probably
done less for the Black people than any

other aggregation of Christians.”
--W.E.B. DuBois CHURCH

The Negro Church (1903)

EPISCOPAL

WELCOMES YOU

“The church has, for generations,

behaved in racist ways.”

--Episcopal Diocese of Washington .
Seeing the Face of God in Each Other (2017) Love God. Love Your Neighbor.

Change the World. @

The Episcopal Church Welcomes You.




In the beginning

* 1607: First Anglican churchin the
American colonies is established

* 1627: First enslaved Africans are
baptized in the Anglican church

* 1671: Maryland law decrees that
conversion of enslaved Africans to
Christianity does not affect their status
as enslaved people

* 1789: Protestant Episcopal Church
established in U.S.




Absalom Jones

* Born into slavery, later freed
* Lay minister to black members at
St. George's Methodist Episcopal
Church, Philadelphia
\“’  Established First African Church,
which becomes the African
Episcopal Church of St. Thomas
* First African American priest
ordained in the Episcopal Church




Historically black parishes
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Samuel Seabury
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aL o, * First bishop consecrated for the
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S - * Son and grandson also Episcopal

e i clergy

e  Samuel Seabury Ill one of first
professors at GTS

* Author of "American Slavery
Justified” (1861)






Civil War

* Episcopal Church took no position for or
against slavery before or during the war

THE ORDER

MORNING AND EVENING PRAYER,

* Episcopalians in the South formed the
"Protestant Episcopal Church in the
m\HhII\I}\I\H\H} AMERICA, Confederate States Of Amenca"

Protestant Episcopal Church

ANTE-conf’T.L:mx.‘ajfn OFFICE ° NOrth never recogniZEd the Separation

OCCASIONAL BRAYERS

P * 1865: Only two southern bishops attend
BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER. Convocation Called in Phi adelphia

 1866: All dioceses rejoin national church




Post war

* Protestant Episcopal Freedman’s
Aid Commission created (1865)

* First black Episcopal parish
founded in DC (1867)

* Schools and seminaries
established

* VTS founds Bishop Payne Divinity
School in Richmond for black
students




Clergy rules

* Black deacons had to wait five
years before ordination as priests

* Black clergy could not vote at
diocesan conventions

* Black clergy could only be
consecrated as bishops for

missionary work, serving outside
the U.S.



Church hierarchy

* The church approves the
appointment of suffragan bishops

(1877)

* "Sewanee canon” attempted to
prevent election of black bishops
(1883)

* First African Americans named
suffragan bishop “for colored work":
Henry Beard Delaney and Edward
Thomas Demby (1918)




Change agents

 The Conference of Church
Workers Among Colored
People (1886)

 American Church Institute for
Negroes (1906)

* Episcopal Society for Cultural
and Racial Unity ESCRU

(1959)

 Union of Black Episcopalians
(1968)




Seminaries

e John Walker first black student admitted
to VTS (1951)

» Sewanee upholds exclusion of students
based on race (1952)

* Most Sewanee faculty resign
* Sewanee reverses policy (1953)

* First black diocesan bishop: John
Burgess, Massachusetts (1962)

» Walker becomes suffragan bishop of DC
(1971) and bishop (1977)




Civil rights
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S oronan = on a “prayer pilgrimage

w6 7 organized by ESCRU (2961)

* |In Jackson, Mississippi, 15

arrested and sentenced to four
months in prison

* Presiding bishop supports
pilgrimage but notes ESCRU is
not official church agency




Civil Rights

* Jonathan Daniels, Episcopal
seminarian, campaigns for voting
rights in Alabama (1965)

* Arrested during voting rights
demonstration in Fort Deposit,
Alabama (1965)

* Released from jail, he is murdered
while shielding 16-year-old Ruby
Sales

* Church remembers him on August
14, the date he was killed




Protests

* St.John’s Episcopal
hospital in New York City
excluded black patients
from private rooms and
segregated the races in
semi-private ones

* ESCRU vigil forced bishop
to change policy (1961)




Protests

BRI o All-white private school in Atlanta, affiliated
Re]ects Rew I\mg s Son

with Episcopal cathedral, refuses to admit 5-
year-old Martin Luther King Il (1963)

* Headmaster resigns in protest
* ESCRU pickets
* Policy changed (1967)




International efforts

* ESCRU protests church
investments in Chase
Manhattan Bank, which made
loans to the white minority
government of South Africa

(1966)

 Executive council calls on all
church institutions to

: jrieay v reconsider investment
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“Special program”

* Black clergy express anguish over
"systematic exclusion” (1967)

* General convention approves
"special program” held in 1969

* Redirected church funds from
institutional support to support
community groups for social
change




Church actions

* General convention resolutions on racism
and accountability (21988, 1991)

* Pastoral letter on racism, House of Bishops
(1994)
"Racism is totally inconsistent with the
Gospel and, therefore, must be confronted
and eradicated.”

"_ * Anti-racism training required (2000)



* Michael Curry elected presiding
bishop (2015)

* General convention resolution calls
on leadership to create a vision for
addressing racial injustice.

* Church-wide program aimed at
racial reconciliation: "Becoming the
beloved community” (2017)






Let us pray together

Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit
may so move every human heart and especially the
hearts of the people of this land, that barriers which
divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and
hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, we

may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

(Collect for Social Justice BCP p. 823)



Resources

* “Yet with a Steady Beat, The African American Struggle for

Recognition in the Episcopal Church,” by Harold T. Lewis, former

staff officer for Black Ministries at the Episcopal Church Center in
New York. 1996

* The Church Awakens, a timeline
http://episcopalarchives.org/churchawakens/

* Seeing the Face of God in Each Other—EDOW Race and Social
Justice manual for participants



http://episcopalarchives.org/churchawakens/

